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We Remember

New Kyd Brook Footpath

The footpath in Hawkwood, along the Kyd 
Brook, has been in poor repair for many 
years. After heavy rains last year the footpath 
had become all but unusable and so, following 
discussion with the Pettswood and Hawkwood 
National Trust Committee, the Society was 
very pleased to be able to make a substantial 
contribution to enable what was a major repair 
of the footpath. 

Sam Pettman, The National Trust Ranger;  has 
written to us:

‘We’re very pleased with the contractor’s work 

and feedback from visitors has been universally 
positive.

It’s especially satisfying that one of the most 
pleasant ‘cross country’ walking routes from 
Chislehurst to Petts Wood and Bickley is now in 
a great condition, whereas previously during the 
winter months it had become almost impassable.

Thanks for the opportunity to work together on 
this project.

Sam’

The Society was proud to sponser 
the PA system for the Act of 
Remembrance at the War Memorial 
in Chislehurst. The event was 
poignant and the turnout was the 
largest in living memory.  Below is 
a a short thank from  Alan Mustoe:

‘Thank you to the Chislehurst 
Society for helping to make the Act 
of Remembrance go so well. The 
support of the Society, not least of 
all financially, was of enormous value 
and much appreciated. 
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Home Front - New Book for Sale
This new book is available from The Chislehurst Society and the front cover features a picture 
taken in Chislehurst. Home Front is a series of articles that capture how the Great War affected 
people across the whole of Bromley.  Each article focuses on a different aspect of wartime; everyday 
life and loss, refugees, the work of the Red Cross, farming, food supplies and even school days. 
Chislehurst residents will be interested to see references to William Willett, Abbey Lodge Hospital 
and will enjoy the many photographs of the Borough.

New Police Sergent for Chislehurst
Alf Sacre starts with responsibility for Chislehurst on Sunday 9th 
November. Alf is joining us from the South East Cluster where he 
was responsible for St. Mary’s Cray West Ward.
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Joanna Friel, Heritage Rep of The Chislehurst Society, and Adam Swaine, photographer, are working 
on a new book “Hidden Chislehurst”. They will photograph unusual and less well known sites in 
Chislehurst. You can join in and get your name in print: nominate your favourite less well known 
building, view or local feature (accessible not private). Tell us where you would like us to scout and, 
if we include it, your name will appear by that picture with its write up. Send your suggestions to 

Joanna.friel@yahoo.co.uk.

Noticeboard

Fed up with antisocial behaviour in Chislehurst? Please 
report it to ensure we get police resources.

We have successfully obtained permission to 
commence building works from the beneficiary of a 
restrictive covenant over the Old Chapel Car Park. All 
other necessary building consents and licenses have 
also been negotiated and agreed. 

As a result we have finally been able to request our 
builders to commence the building works at the Old 
Chapel by the end of November.   We look forward to 
being able to watch the building works progress and 
should have a property nearing completion by  the 
latter part of 2015.

Bonanza Book Sale!
Come and get some Christmas shopping done at Chislehurst Library on the 1st to the 6th 
December. We will have a selection of books available to purchase.  Alternatively you can use the 

pull out sheet in the middle of this edition to order. 



Business News
43-45 High Street - Cote Restaurants have 
confirmed that they are currently in the final 
stages of completing the legal documentation for 
the purchase of the site. 
51–53 High Street  - The application for 
enlargement of  the rear extension was permitted. 
Wrattens hopes to re-open before Christmas.          
60 High St - The post office has reopened 
following a refit and a new cash machine installed. 
Queens Head - closes on 23rd November with 
a grand re-opening on 30 November after a refit.  
Lloyds Pharmacy & The Chestnut Café - have 
undergone refurbishment and look brilliant.

Trees  and planting
We have been advised that a number of tree 
works will be undertaken before the end of the 
year.  We have been given a sack of daffodil bulbs 
by LBB and are checking that we are permitted 
to plant them in the High Street and car park 
flower beds.  If not, they will go in the Recreation 
Grounds. The Library garden will receive some 
rejuvenation and we are establishing the regime 
for winter planting and for the hanging baskets 
etc. for next year.  

Events
Farmers Market - The contract for the next 12 
months has been renewed.  The next market 

will be on 21st December 2014. CBG organised 
a very successful free Pumpkin Hunt on 31st 
October similar to the Easter event with over 400 
children taking part.  Well done again to the team 
at Signature Dental, participating shops, sponsors 
and Nugget Design. The High 
Street Christmas Lights event is 
on 29th November 3–5 pm at 
the Queen’s Head.

Traffic & Parking
6 day season tickets - After nearly 2 years of 
campaigning we are thrilled that LBB has advised 
that it will implement 6 day season tickets in 
Chislehurst (High Street and Hornbrook House 
car parks) with effect from a date TBC.  We are 
told that the discount wil be set higher than the 
current Mon-Fri season tickets they offer which 
have discounts between 15% - 30%.
Park Road - Equipment was installed to look at 
the number of instances of vehicles travelling 
in the wrong direction up this one way street; 
29 instances were recorded within 6 days.  As a 
result LBB is adding some new signs.

Update from the Town Team
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The Town Team and Chislehurst Business Group continue to work 
tirelessly generating significant improvements to the High Street and 

parades.

Photos by Tamsyn Clark



Planning News
The Chislehurst Society dedicates a large amount of resources to reviewing local 
planning applications, making observations and objections where it is deemed 
appropriate. But what can an individual do to oppose a planning application? 
Barry Redding explores how members of the public can make representations at 

LBB Planning Committee meetings. 
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Did you know that members of the public 
can speak on applications at an LBB Planning 
Committee?

If a neighbour objects to a planning application, 
the first procedural thing they should do is lodge 
a formal objection with LBB. They would normally 
then be advised of the opportunity to speak at 
the Planning Committee, in an acknowledgement 
sent to them.  An Applicant will be similarly 
advised.  If an objector then wishes to speak at the 
Committee meeting, then they would normally 
need to notify the Committee Services team at 
least a day before the meeting in question.

The opportunity is not open ended.   It is normally 
restricted to two presentations: the Applicant 
and the Objector.  If several people independently 
notify the Committee Services that they wish 
to speak they are usually asked to agree who 
should represent their views - not always an easy 
task.  Only in the more contentious applications 
might some latitude be granted in the number of 
objectors speaking against an application  This is 
a very rare occurrence.

The presentation will be limited to three minutes: 
it passes more quickly than expected.  
•	 Convey a clear message.
•	 Focus on the most important arguments.
•	 Practise before the meeting.  
•	 Prepare a written statement of the objections 

to assist the Committee and email this to 
Committee Services when you register 
and request it to be copied to Committee 
members before the meeting.

Local Councillors are given the opportunity 
to speak on any application in their Ward.  An 
objector can also contact their Councillor to 
advise them of the concerns of the residents 
affected by the application.  If the Councillor 
agrees with an objector’s views and has been 
well briefed, they are often supportive at the 
Committee meeting and add to the effectiveness 
of the representations made by neighbours.

WHAT DO YOU VALUE MOST? 
As councillors set the budget for 2015-16 and 

beyond, they want your views on what you value 
most. They must make further budget savings in the 
next four years in addition to substantial savings 
already made, so there will be difficult decisions to 

be made. 
Please communicate your priorities through the 

online survey:
http://www.bromley.gov.uk/OurbudgetYourviews

It will take 10 minutes to complete the survey and 
you can do so at a time to suit you up until 7th 

December 2014.



Heritage Matters
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The Chislehurst Society History Group acted 
on the idea of one of our members, Mary 
Wheeler, to create a community event for the 
commemoration  of the outbreak of WWI on 
August 4th.  Sainsbury’s manager, John Woods, 
was enthusiastic about our suggestion to create 
a Wall of Remembrance inside his store.

Black backing paper went up on Friday 1st 
August with beautifully written ‘bricks’ recalling 
the names of those Chislehurst men which are 
carved into the village War Memorial.  Then a 
steady stream of callers arrived with their family 
pictures and memories of the fallen and those 
who survived the conflict.  Shoppers paused from 
the hubbub of the tills to write the names of 
their ancestors onto the wall. Children coloured 
in poppies, Kitchener handlebar moustaches and 
drew pictures of medals.  The children, in fact, 
knew a lot about the centenary, even if they did 
think it was 1000 years ago.

We raised £245 for the British Legion who 
were with us over the first three days of our 
wall building.  The team were fantastic and we 
gained additional volunteers over the weekend. 
Bob Neill, our MP, came to put up the name of 

his grandfather. The wall eventually had to come 
down but everything has been photographed and 
will not be lost.

Thank you to everyone who participated, and 
to those young men and women of 1914 who 
gave us the life we have today, no less free from 
conflict but free to make choices. 

The Society’s History Group has been extremely busy these last few 
months. Below is a summary of some of their many events.

A great weekend was had on the 13th/14th of 
September. Over the weekend it would have 
been possible to get around to all the open 
venues in Chislehurst.

Among those properties open, visitors were 
treated to tours of a Victorian gem designed by 
Ernest George in Mead Road; Babington House; 
Camden Place to see the grand house where 
Emperor Napoleon III died; and Farringtons 
Chapel. Society volunteer guides also offered 
very popular guided tours of our High Street.  
A great

Heritage Open Days
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Over 100 people turned up on a gloomy night to 
learn how, exactly 100 years ago in the very place 
the talk was being given, the wounded from the 
Western Front arrived at Christ Church Parish 
Hall to be cared for by newly trained VAD nurses. 

Ten ‘big houses’ in Chislehurst were converted 
into Red Cross hospitals, all organised by 28 
year old Beatrix Batten, a force to be reckoned 
with for sure. The Tiarks sisters from Foxbury 
and Ethel Bilbrough from Elmstead Grange 
(now Babington House School) all featured in 
the commemorative lecture by Joanna Friel, 
ably assisted by Donna Bompas in 1914 nurses 
uniform.  

Over £400 was raised for The Red Cross, new 
members were recruited to the Society and 
stories were exchanged. One lady brought a 
previously unseen photograph of Hollington 

House, now the site of 
Alan de Maid, for us to 
see.  

Our new Heritage Lottery funded film, 
commemorating WW1, played to a packed 
audience at its premiere on 11th October at 
Chislehurst Caves.  Our members were treated 
to a 23 minute film full of poignant references to 
Chislehurst in 1914.  Viewers learned about the 
worrying role the Caves played in the war effort, 
storing huge tons of TNT beneath our feet.  

The film also featured the diary of Ethel Bilbrough, 
which she wrote from what is now Babington 
House School. The diary is now on display at the 
Imperial War Museum. The film documented her 
musings on the fate of nurse Edith Cavell, which 
is tied to a particular carving in the caves.  Most 
of our members hadn’t visited the caves in over 
15 years and were delighted to learn something 
new.

In this unique venue there are only 40 places 
available for each showing so book now to avoid 
disappointment! The screenings are fully booked 
until the end of the year so please check our 
website for next years’ dates and telephone 020 
8467 0900 to reserve your place. 

Town on a Tinderbox WWI Women of Chislehurst
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Bromley Community Police have been dispersing 
groups of youth from Chislehurst for several 
years, and this September invited our team at 
CYFC to help contribute to their efforts to 
tackle anti-social behaviour on the High Street 
and Belmont Parade. 

Groups of young people begin to congregate at 
the end of each Summer Term. They habitually 
cause criminal damage as well as intimidate 
passers by hindering their movement through the 
town. We are now partnering with the Friends 
of Chislehurst Recreation Ground (FOCRG), as 
well as the Bromley Youth Support Programme 
(BYSP), to provide street-based youth work on 
three weekday evenings.  Young people are moved 
away from High Street areas and encouraged to 
make more use of Chislehurst Rec away from 
residential areas. We are extremely grateful to 
the FOCRG for offering the Rec as a location 
where youth work can take place, where youth 
are welcomed.

There are longer-term plans by FOCRG to put 
new equipment and resources in place which will 
allow more self-directed, youth activities. In the 
meantime, our youth work teams will be holding 
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pop-up youth sessions including informal sports 
and social events. We will also have a new ‘drop-
in’ evening at The Edge (CYFC’s youth centre) for 
a group of young men who have been particularly 
highlighted to us. In practice these young men are 
at risk of becoming NEET (not in employment, 
education or training) due to a variety of factors 
including behavioural challenges. By working 
with them more closely in a youth club setting,  
we can begin to engage them in more focused 
activities. Such as mentoring, linking in with the 
family at home to provide additional support 
where possible and taking them on trips out of 
the area on key nights such as Halloween.  

We hope to see a significant improvement in 
the way young people congregate throughout 
Chislehurst, and a change in culture from current 
youth behaviour.

http://www.chislehurstyfc.org.uk/

Tackling Anti-Social Behaviour
The causes of anti-social behaviour in young people are complex and there are 
no instant fixes. The issue requires a community response. It is not purely the 
domain of just the police, or just youth workers. The youth cannot simply vanish; 
they need to exist somewhere. By community groups sharing time and resources, 
over time we can make a difference and change our local youth culture. Here 
Lyndsay Hirst explores how Chislehurst Youth for Christ (CYFC) have been doing 

just that.



Rats, rats, rats

There is renewed concern about the rat problem 
at Prickend Pond. The Trustees have been paying 
£500 a year for the rats to be exterminated.  
Meanwhile local people have been generously 
feeding them fresh, cheap bread.  The rats thrive 
on the bread but the ducks and geese do not; the 
high carbohydrate and low vitamin content puts 
the waterfowl at risk of the deformity known as 
angel-wing.  Nobody wants to deprive youngsters 
of the fun of feeding the ducks, and so we are 
hoping some of the High Street shops will sell 
(at a peppercorn price) small bags of mixed-grain 
bird food.  If it is not put down in excess, the 
food will feed the birds but will not provide the 
rats with a continuous banquet.  The Trustees’ 
noticeboard at the pond will display updated 
information. For those of you concerned, there 
is already plenty of natural food in the pond for 
the birds!

Pond Planting

The ghastly orange fencing has served its 
purpose of protecting our marginal planting.  A 
year ago there were no plants around the pond 
edges due to the predation of the geese. There 
are now no fewer than 8 species of flowering 
plants and more planting is planned.  The orange 
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fencing will be removed and replaced with less 
obtrusive green netting. Once the plants are well 
established, so as not to be trampled and gobbled 
by the geese, that too will be removed.

The Soakaway

Fed by run-off from surrounding  roads, the 
ponds act as giant soakaways. This is an important 
part of the local flood defence system.  It has not 
been working as well as it should of late because 
the underground overflow pipe from Rush Pond 
to Prickend pond is blocked. The Trustees are 
seeking funding for the repair.

Gardening Matters

The surprise decimation of the hedge around 
the Prince Imperial Monument was a result of 
LBB contractors who mistook the monument 
for the War Memorial they were intending to 
clean.  There was no prior consultation with the 
Trustees (even though the Trustees have been 
looking after the Monument for a century).

During the winter months you will see our 
keepers and volunteers “holly-bashing”, clearing 
the dense, dark holly scrub which has invaded so 
much of the Commons.  The aim is to open the 
woodland to more light, so that the trees can 
naturally regenerate and a richer ground flora 
can develop.

An update on the state of the St Paul’s Cray and Chislehurst Commons 
by Colin Yardley from the Trustees of the Commons

The Commons
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Photo by Don Drage



Open Air Cinema
Over 600 people took on the unpredictable 
British weather by turning out to watch The 
Wizard of Oz one Saturday in July. For a third 
consecutive year, local volunteers staged an open 
air cinema, sponsored by the Society and jdm 
Estate Agents to raise funds for the Trustees of 

Chislehurst Commons, 
the charity that maintains 
our precious green spaces. 

People came in high 
spirits and equipped for every eventuality - picnic 
blankets and raincoats, brollies and bottles of 
fizz. The Pit (next to St Nicholas primary school) 
had been transformed with paper lanterns and 
bunting, twinkly tea lights and even a makeshift 
yellow brick road. Guests were treated to live 
music from a jazz trio and BBQ food from Higgs 
Butchers. Younger children were kept busy with 
themed craft activities, helped along by volunteer 
sixth formers from Coopers School.

The rain did come but didn’t last or spoil the 
fun and both adults and children alike were 
captivated by the wonderfully bizarre film. The 

Community Update

people of Chislehurst certainly know how to pull 
off a community event with style and a sense of 
fun.

Morris Members’ Talk
Our last talk of 2014 was held in September and 
featured ‘The Life and Times of William Morris’, 
the textile designer.  This was presented by 
Roger Huddle from the William Morris Society 
and featured excellent illustrations of William 
Morris’ work.   

Morris is recognised as one of the most 
significant cultural figures of Victorian Britain 
and his textile designs are instantly recognisable, 
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We have had a very active few months, we have sponsored lots of 
community activities and we have hosted an exceptionally popular talk 

on William Morris. Read below for a summary of our activities. 
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Oz photos by Duncan Raban

Talk photo by Don Drage
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even today.  A feature of the talk was information 
about the exciting find at Bullerswood of original 
designs  by Morris which are awaiting restoration 
and which we reported about in our last edition. 
It was a very successful afternoon attended by 
more than 140 members and their guests who 
came from far and wide. 

The Big Draw

It was the eleventh annual Big Draw and was 
sponsored by the Society and jdm Estate Agents.  
This year there were over 1,600 people present, 
of all ages, engaged in over 25 different activities 
on the theme of ‘Discovering the Art within 
Science’.

Beautifully decorated gazebos were scattered 
across the Commons with a host of activities 
to get involved with. Children (and adults!) 

were able to 
take part in 
eve r y t h i n g 
from leaf 
p r i n t i n g , 
ca l l i g raphy, 

chromatography, building bridges, tie-dye, 
pendulum painting, painting clay dinosaurs, making 
spaghetti rockets and lots more.  At the Society 

stall children were treated to pin wheel making 
and we witnessed a lot of creativity! Many thanks 
go to those who help organise this charming 
event. Since creating the Big Draw in 2004, the 
organisers have raised over £20,000 towards the 
upkeep of the Commons. 

DIARIES AT THE READY! 
MEMBERS’ TALKS DATES FOR 2015

All talks will be held at the Methodist Church and 
begin at 2.30pm and refreshments will be served 
after.  We also plan to hold one or two evening talks 
next year, on dates to be finalised. We welcome 
suggestions from members as to subject matter 
and speakers.

5th March -  ‘The Dregs of the People Remain’   -  
        Black death and its aftermath
7th May  -    ‘The Life and Times  of the Albert Hall’
2nd July  -    ‘The Railway comes to Chislehurst’
10th Sept -  ‘Rex Whistler - Artist and Chislehurst               
                   pupil’

Big Draw photos  by the Organising Committee
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Please note on your calendar these events for the coming months. For an 
updated version please check the Chislehurst Society Website.

Dates for the Diary

Road Stewards’ News
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One Road Steward has resigned since our last update and we thank her for her 
help and support over many years. We welcome five new Stewards to the fold 
and thank them for taking on the role. We now have 143 active Road Stewards, 

the highest number for at least 5 years.
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Date   Activity    Place

29th November 2014 Christmas Tree Festival - 12 pm  Methodist Church
29th November 2014 Lights-On Event - 3pm   Queen’s Head Pub
30th November 2014 Chislehurst Clean Up - 10 am  Red Cross Car Park
1st-6th December 2014 Bonanza Book Sale    Chislehurst Library
13th December 2014  Town on Top of a Tinderbox - 7pm Chislehurst Caves
21st December 2014 Chislehurst Farmers’ Market  Hornbrook Car Park
17th January 2015 Town on Top of a Tinderbox - 7pm Chislehurst Caves
25th January 2015 Chislehurst Clean Up - 10 am  Red Cross Car Park
21st February 2015 Town on Top of a Tinderbox - 7pm Chislehurst Caves
3rd March 2015  Members’ Talk - 2.30pm   Methodist Church
14th March 2015  Town on Top of a Tinderbox - 7pm Chislehurst Caves
29th March 2015  Chislehurst Clean Up - 10 am  Red Cross Car Park
21st April 2015  AGM     Methodist Church

ROAD STEWARD RESIGNATIONS/
RETIREMENTS

Dr Andrea Ritchie
Marlowe Close

NEW ROAD STEWARDS

Mr Des Andrews
Green Bank Lodge, Forest Close
Mrs Isobel Ross
Shepherds Green and Hollybrake Close
Mr John Charles
Parkland Mews
Mr Peter Williams
Greenway
Mrs Anna Travers
Marlowe Close
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My mother was the fourth child of my 
grandparents, James and Elizabeth Mitcham. I am 
named after brother John, the fifth child, who was 
killed in WWI. I harbour an early memory of the 
Mitcham Tea Rooms: playing hide and seek with 
Cousin Tony under the tables of the marquee that 
was the Summer tea room destination for walkers 
and cyclists from the 
London suburbs. Fabulous 
cakes and refreshments 
were home cooked on the 
premises and I remember 
Grandmother’s blackberry 
and apple pie with the 
berries from the Common!

Because my mother Edith 
died following the birth 
of my brother Peter, I frequently stayed with 
Aunt Kate at the cottage and attended the local 
School just across the Common, facing Church 
Row. Effectively the Common was our wonderful 
playground.

I have so many fond memories. I recall the 
Volunteer Firemen, summoned by maroon, from 
their various job locations, donning their helmets 
and dashing along, bell ringing, to the inevitable 
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Summer brush fire. I recall war-time, sheltering 
in the cellar of the Nussey residence next 
door. High drama played out to one small boy’s 
excitement when a small bomb had broken some 
of the windows in the shop extension to our 
cottage. The cottage was built in the 1760s of 
shiplap timber cladding and had an outer kitchen. 

It was demolished when an 
adjoining property owner 
acquired the land it was 
standing on. 

Given the outmoded 
condition of the cottage 
Aunt Kate and Uncle James 
had earlier moved into a 
substantial semi-detached 
brick built house rented 

by the church. At various times both Kate and 
James had been Vergers of St Nicholas’ Church 
opposite their house.

Church Row was at one time the address of 
Les Graham, an international Motorcyclist who 
was killed in the Isle of Man TT.  A hero and a 
wonderful person. For me, my time with Kate and 
James Stockford had been idyllic with Chislehurst 
Common as an adventure  playground.

We received this article from John Page as a result of a previous article we 
published in Cockpit earlier in the year. The article records his memories of 

living on the Common as part of the Mitcham Family. 



Old Clarendon, New Clarendon

A recent find from eBay gave us the opportunity to see how our streetscape has developed into 
the 21st Century.  Clarendon Way on the Petts Wood edge of Chislehurst appears here (above) as a 
newly laid out street with young trees; there is no date on the postcard though the houses have an 
architectural style that is at least post 1930.  Not much has really changed.  We had to wait a while 
for passing cars to capture a clear photograph today (below). Rooflines have been altered as modern 
families demand more space, side extensions are in evidence but it’s great to see the trees thriving, 
adding to the charm of the road.  One thing that did strike us was the individual driveways - where 
once the roadside looks like an uninterrupted, possibly green, footpath, now it is broken up for 
crossovers. Of course it’s also a relief to see good street lighting, it must have been quite dark before!
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Photo by Don Drage
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what was happening to refugees. Horrified 
by the treatment of the Jews under the Nazi 
occupation, he set about  organising eight 
evacuations of the threatened children on the 
Czech Kindertransport train. He advertised 
in newspapers for foster homes, organised 
residency permits from the immigration office in 
the UK, and persuaded the Germans to let the 
children go.

68 of these children were rehoused in Seven Trees 
and Mount Zion (the former home of Sir John 
Lubbock) both in Lubbock Road, Chislehurst.  
The group, as adults, commemorated the event by 
dedicating the bench on the corner of Lubbock 
Road and Old Hill to the memory of their carers; 
the Rev. and Mrs I.E. Davidson and their friends. 
The bench is still on plain view today for anyone 
to see. 

Sir Nicholas Winton, who saved more than 650 
mostly Jewish children from the Holocaust by 
organising the ‘Kindertransports’ to the UK, 
has received the Order of the White Lion. The 
award was given to the 105-year-old at an official 
ceremony on October 28, the anniversary of the 
founding of Czechoslovakia.

Taking into account the children of those he 
saved, there are estimated to be around 6,000 
people in the world today who owe him their 
lives and who call themselves ‘Nicky’s children’.

It was late in December 1938 when Sir Nicholas 
from Hampstead, then a stockbroker, cancelled 
a holiday and instead went to Prague to see 
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Kindertransporten
A Briton dubbed ‘Britain’s Schindler’ who saved Jews in occupied Prague from 
almost certain death in Nazi concentration camps has been awarded the Czech 
Republic’s highest honour, ‘The White Lion’. But what is his connection with 

Chislehurst and this bench in Lubbock Road?



Memories from Arthur Boyd
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Arthur Boyd, now in his eighties has been revisiting Chislehurst from his home 
near Tunbridge Wells and he has shared a number of his memories with us here 
in Cockpit. Arthur set up the Chislehurst Society Gramophone Society in 1947. 
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Prebble and Bone Pharmacy
Alan Bone lived in the house just behind his shop 
in Royal Parade. I remember Mr Bone being a 
keen classical music devotee and going to his 
house on more than one occasion to hear some 
of his 78 rpm records. 

Bill Stewart came down from Scotland to take 
a job with Prebble and Bone as a pharmacist 
and the three shops (including the one in Lower 
Camden) were run by Mr Bone, Bill and a possibly 
German lady I knew only as Trudy, who may well 
have lived with the Bones. 

Bill Stewart was called up for active service and 
left, the chemists presumably run somehow just 
by Mr Bone and Trudy. Some time later Mr Bone 
was killed outside his High Street shop, run over 
whilst turning his autocycle around in the road. 
There was then a problem over staff and Bill 
Stewart was recalled from the army to take back 
his old job. 

The Fire Brigade
When at St. Nicholas’ school I remember, what 
was probably a cunning move by the Rector at 
the time: we were marched over to the village hall 
which had a garden, and made to tend the garden, 
no doubt being told that we were learning about 
gardening, of course!

Close by, and next to The Tiger’s Head was the 
fire station, manned only by volunteers, who 
responded to a rocket which was set off, I believe, 
from the Police Station. I was up there on one 
occasion with my parents before the war and the 
rocket was fired.  After a few minutes brigade 
members arrived, mostly on bicycles, and made 
heroic efforts to start the engine and to get it 
out of the station building. It was not necessarily 
a wonderful sight and one felt for the victims of 
the fire waiting for the force to turn up. This is 
now the home of the Commons Conservators. 

Arthur and his mother in 1934/1935



A mile of pennies
In 1933 and later we got our papers from the 
temporary newspaper and confectionery shop 
owned by Billy Briggs at the end of Belmont Road 
where we lived. This remained until Belmont 
Parade shops were built. 

We used to roller skate along the parade. Next 
door, or very nearby, was a somewhat deaf barber 
who later had premises in the High Street and 
became something on the Council. I remember 
seeing the results of a bomb being dropped in 
Belmont Lane whilst cycling home from school. 

We had a ‘mile of pennies’ several times in 
Chislehurst during the war. This was to raise 
funds for the Spitfire Fund. My calculation is that 
one mile of old pennies would involve 52,800 of 
the coins, worth £220. It started at the White 
Horse and ended at the War Memorial, coins 
not being left down, of course, but collected 
after going a few feet and progressing thus until 
a whole mile was covered. I also recall watching 
the Crystal Palace burn down from the top of 
White Horse Hill.
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Love at Farringtons
Farringtons had a significant WWII history – 
we had to leave before the war was over and 
transferred to two houses in Manor Park. Harley 
I am sure was one of them and Pelham was the 
other. The drawing office was in a long hut in 
the front garden of one of these. Eventually the 
whole bang shoot went to Aquila in Blackbrook 
Lane, Bickley. 

At Farrington’s the mechanical drawing office 
was in the school hall, with the electric section 
somewhere else. Round the back somewhere 
there were tracing offices where young ladies 
would commit our drawing work onto non-
perishable linen copies. These offices and the 
girls were carefully out of bounds to drawing 
office members, but somehow I managed to 
make contact with one, Daphne, and eventually 
married her in 1950!

Right and below the drawing offices at Farrington’s
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An antipodean Chislehurst connection researched by Peter Griffiths, Lucas 
Berholdi-Saad and Joanna Friel in the UK and Deborah Andrews in Australia.

The History Group had to see if this was true.  
Peter Griffiths travelled to Sydney to visit his 
son last December (not on Society expenses we 
hasten to add!) and took the opportunity whilst 
he was there to visit the cathedral.   He took 
several wonderful photographs of the beautiful 
organ but on further research back home we 
learned that this was a new organ, not built until 
1997.  A little dejected we were about to give up 
when we realised that there are two cathedrals 
in Sydney and Peter won’t mind us revealing that 
he visited St Mary’s whereas ‘our’ organ was at 
St Andrew’s!  Not to be defeated we contacted 
relatives in Sydney who enjoyed adding to this 
next part of the story.  

John William Whiteley was born in Liverpool in 
1865; he was a chorister at Chester Cathedral.  He 
served his apprenticeship under his uncle Charles 
Whitely at Chester and worked with some of the 
principal organ builders in the country.  In 1904 
he went to the St Louis Exhibition, USA, to work 

The sad story of a Sydney Organ

www.chislehurst-society.org.uk email@chislehurst-society.org.uk

Leafing through Edwardian Chislehurst by Arthur 
Battle always throws up titbits of interest, worthy 
of further exploration.  On Page 136 we learn 
about 

“Mr Meers who lived in Shepherds Green, the 
fourth house on that particular triangle of land.  
He was passionately fond of church music and 
had a magnificent organ installed in his house.  
This wonderful instrument was built at the Organ 
Works next to the Imperial Arms on Old Hill and 
was taken to Sydney, Australia for their cathedral.  
The organ builder, Mr Whiteley travelled to 
Australia to personally oversee the installation.  
Imagine the consternation when the completed 
organ barely produced a squeak.  The extreme 
change in climate conditions was responsible and 
after adjustments and a period of acclimatisation 
the organ was finally coaxed into its full tone and 
volume.  To the best of my knowledge it is still 
doing it today.......” 

The keyboard at Bendigo
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on the grand concert organ at the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition Festival Hall.  At that time 
it was the largest organ ever built.  For his work 
as a ‘voicer’ of the organ he was awarded a silver 
medal by the Department of Liberal Arts.   He 
is described as having a 
rather gruff manner and 
organ building completely 
absorbed him.  Ernest Meers 
[he of Battle’s memories] 
was a patron and promoter 
of John Whiteley.  He lived 
in Chislehurst from 1900 
until the end of the First 
World War.  

Whitely came back from 
the USA in 1910 and set 
up home at 1 Holbrook 
Lane, and established his 
organ building business on 
Old Hill.   In the 1920’s 
Meers had ordered a 
Whiteley organ of 46 stops 
as a gift for his then local 
Town Hall, in Guildford.  
However, because of 
unacceptable conditions 
imposed by the Town 
Hall, the organ was never 
installed and was put up 
for sale.  An advertisement 
for “A wonderful organ for 
disposal” appeared in ‘The 
Organ’ in 1922. The reeds 
were of spotted metal and 
in many cases extra thick and heavy.  The value 
was listed as between £10,000 - £12,000 but a 
lower figure would be accepted.  Dr W.L Sumner, 
a noted organ authority played the instrument 
in England and described the voicing as “superb” 
and the soft strings as being “gorgeous”.  The 
Selection Committee of St Andrew’s Cathedral, 

Sydney, Australia, chose this particular Whiteley 
organ and had it shipped from England in 1929.  
The installation proved difficult, taking over a 
year to complete but was eventually ‘opened’ on 
October 12th 1930.   

John Whiteley died in May 
1940 so would not have 
known the sad fate of 
his much travelled organ.   
Even following the initial 
difficulties mentioned by 
Battle, problems arose; 
apparently Whiteley’s 
organs were known more 
for their tonal quality 
than for their mechanics 
and by 1948, the Sydney 
organ was deemed 
almost unplayable.  It 
was reconfigured and 
combined with another 
organ already in the 
cathedral.  The console 
was removed altogether 
in 1950 and bought 
by St Paul’s Cathedral, 
Bendigo, in rural Victoria.  
Even this console was 
dismantled in 1990 by a 
Melbourne company but 
Peter learned that the 
outer case was purchased 
by a parishioner and the 
current organist saved the 
pedal board, stop tabs and 

keyboard.  

So tiny pieces of Chislehurst heritage have been 
kept for posterity and give us a further small 
connection with our cousins down under.

The Old Chapel, 3, Queens Passage, BR7 5AP  0208 467 0900
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Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovell
An article about Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovell and the connection between the 
Shovell family of Crayford and the Marsham-Townshend family of Chislehurst.  

Researched and written by Patricia Gibson
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boy.  After Cloudesley Shovell’s death in 1707, 
she did not remarry and continued to live at May 
Place, Crayford, which Cloudesley Shovell had 

purchased in 1694. 

Gossip in 1708 associated 
her with Thomas, Earl of 
Pembroke. Lady Shovell 
being told of the gossip 
replied that she ‘had lately 
married a daughter to Sir 
Something Marsham and 
had given her £15,000 
down, and promised 
£20,000 more at her death, 
therefore was disabled 
for marrying men, looking 
chiefly at the fortune’.   
‘Sir Something Marsham’ 
was Sir Robert Marsham 
(1685-1724), 1st Baron 
Romney of Mote Park, 
near Maidstone. Elizabeth 
Shovell’s daughter married 
him at the Chapel Royal, 
Whitehall, on 19th August 

1708. He was a man of great fortune and had 
married a wealthy woman.
Lady Elizabeth Shovell’s wealth came from her 
father, Captain John Hill, Commissioner of the 
Navy. When she married John Narborough 
in 1681, Elizabeth’s dowry was sufficient to 
purchase Knowlton Court, near Deal in Kent, 
one of Narborough’s four manors in Kent. At 
her father’s death in 1706, she inherited almost 
£100,000, an enormous sum of money in the 

A longer version of this article was originally 
written as part of the commemorations of this 
year’s tercentenary of the Longitude Act of 1714. 
The Act was a competition 
to establish a means of 
accurately calculating 
longitude at sea. It was 
prompted by the death 
of Sir Cloudesley Shovell, 
Admiral of the Fleet and 
1315 men, who were 
shipwrecked on the Isles of 
Scilly in 1707. 

Although largely forgotten 
today, at his death he was 
almost as famous and feted 
as Nelson was a century 
later. Cloudesley Shovell 
lived at May Place in 
Crayford and his daughter 
married into the Marsham 
family of Mote Park, 
Maidstone. The narrative 
follows Cloudesley 
Shovell’s decendants 
through the Marsham family, and the Marsham-
Townshend family of Chislehurst. 

Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovell (1650-1707) 
married Elizabeth, the widow of Sir John 
Narborough (1640-1688) in 1691. She appears to 
be a woman of independent mind and means, who 
had the self-assurance to marry her late husband’s 
former protégée and servant. Cloudesley Shovell 
began his life at sea as John Narborough’s cabin 
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early 18th century.  As the wife of seafaring men, 
who spent years away from home with minimal 
communication available, she would have had 
considerable involvement in supervising financial 
arrangements, and the management of their Kent 
estates and their London homes. In the legal 
documents in the Marsham-Townshend archives 
at Bromley Local Studies, her signature appears 
as frequently as Cloudesley Shovell’s. 

Cloudesly Shovell’s great great great grandson, 
Robert Marsham-Townshend (1834-1914), who 
lived at Frognal, was a keen genealogist. In 2001 
family and estate records dating from the 14th 
century were purchased by the London Borough 
of Bromley. Several records relate to Robert 
Marsham-Townshend’s attempt to trace his 
family history. Within these records are listed 
the descendants of Cloudesley Shovell, relative 
to the Marsham and Marsham-Townshend family. 
The connection of the names Marsham and 
Townshend was made in the late 19th century. 

Sir Robert Marsham married Cloudesley Shovell’s 
daughter Elizabeth when she was just 16. They 
had 8 children. Their first son, Shovell Marsham, 
died age 6 or 7. Their second son Robert 
Marsham (1712-1793) was 2nd Baron Romney. 
He married Priscilla Pym (1724-1771) in 1742. 
They continued to live at Mote Park and had 8 
children. He was a man of simple tastes. In a letter 
of 1737 he wrote ‘I was this day at Hampton 
Court to pay my compliments to their Majesties, 
but return’d again to Town before dinner, for I 
preferred a mutton chop in my own house to all 
the fine things at the Great Men’s Tables.’  Robert 
and Priscilla Marsham also named a son Shovell, 
their fourth. Their second son, Charles Marsham 
(1744-1811), was created Earl of Romney in 
1801. Charles married Lady Frances Wyndham 
(1755-1795), daughter of the Earl of Egremont, in 
1776. Charles and Frances Marsham’s first child, 
also called Charles (1777-1845), succeeded his 

father as 2nd Earl of Romney. His first wife died 
in 1812. Twenty years later he married a widow, 
Mary Elizabeth nee Townshend (1794-1847). 
She was, born at Frognal, the daughter of John 
Thomas Townshend (1764-1831), 2nd Viscount 
Sydney. They had one son, Robert Marsham-
Townshend, the genealogist mentioned above. 
On the death of his aunt by marriage, Countess 
Sydney, in 1893, he came in possession of Frognal, 
Scadbury, and other estates, and became Lord of 
the Manors of Chislehurst, Scadbury, and St Paul’s 
Cray under the will of his maternal uncle, Earl 
Sydney, John Robert Townshend (1805-1890). 
Robert Marsham took the additional name 
of Townshend in compliance with conditions 
expressed in the will.  The Townshend family was 
at the centre of British politics in the 18th and 
19th centuries and this is the probable reason 
that the family wanted the name to continue.  
The Marsham-Townshend name continued on 
for two more generations. Partly due to deaths in 
both world wars, the male line ended. However a 
descendant of Sir Cloudesley Shovell, in the niece 
of the last Marsham-Townshend, is the present 
Lord of the Manors of Chislehurst, Scadbury and 
St. Pauls’s Cray.   

The name Cloudesley Shovell was not forgotten 
in the descendants of Robert Marsham and 
Elizabeth Shovell. These include:  Admiral Henry 
Shovell Jones-Marsham (1794-1875), a great 
grandson of Robert Marsham and Elizabeth 
Shovell. His navel career is listed in the Marsham-
Townsend archive;    Reverend Cloudesley Dewar 
Bullock-Marsham (1835-1915), nephew of the 
above. In his obituary, Wisden described him as 
‘in his day, the best amateur bowler in England’; 
Cloudesley Henry Bullock-Marsham (1879-
1928), son of the Reverend above. He was also 
a keen cricketer and captained the Kent County 
team from 1904 to 1908. 
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The Rotherhithe Connection
Joanna Friel discovers the history of Homewood, Old Perry Street and the 
surprising connection with East London. Researched by Lucas Bertholdi-Saad, 

Sophie Pinto with additional information from Dr Brian Knights

more details and the merchant is revealed as Mr 
Richard Foster (listed as a foreign merchant on 
census information) who offered a donation of 
£2,000 to the Bishop of Rochester, and therefore 
beginning Bishop Thorold’s ‘Ten Churches Fund’.  
The story is taken up in more detail in Jean 
Pailing’s excellent biography of Francis Murray 
with pictures of St Katherine’s Church.  For a 
few years the Chislehurst Parish Magazine was 
officially named on the cover as ‘Chislehurst and 
St Katherine’s, Rotherhithe’.
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Do you know there is a link between Chislehurst 
and Rotherhithe?  In 1881, a gentleman, who 
signed himself simply as a London merchant, in 
a letter to the Rector of Rotherhithe told him:

‘in my daily journeys by train from my home in 
Chislehurst I have noted the rapid growth of 
humble streets overtopped only by large public 
houses and board schools and my heart was 
moved with the desire to plant a church in this 
barren wilderness of brick and mortar which is 
rapidly swallowing up the country fields’.  

A site was obtained in Eugenia Road, Rotherhithe 
and the church of St Katherine was built, the 
foundation stone being laid by the Rev. F. Murray 
of St Nicholas’, Chislehurst.

Wanting to learn who this London merchant was, 
we turned to the redoubtable Webb’s History of 
Chislehurst.  Page 99 of the original version gives 



the Rev Francis Henry Murray.M.A. Rector of 
Chislehurst May 1884’.  We also learned that the 
church was destroyed during the blitz in 1940 so 
we needed to see if that stone was used when 
the church was rebuilt, seeing as our picture 
was dated 1959 - it must have survived the 
bombing.  On a foray into Rotherhithe we found 
the church and a foundation stone, still recalling 
the Chislehurst connection but duly updated.  I 
wonder what Canon Murray would have made of 
the changes! 

Richard Foster died in 1910 aged 88, at his home 
in Chislehurst, which was the large estate of 
Homewood, Old Perry Street.   He left an estate 
worth over £188,000. Imagine my delight at 
discovering when I looked, quite by chance, at 
the flyleaf of my original copy of Webb that it is 
signed by Richard Foster as a Christmas gift to 
his married daughter, Emily, who lived in Romsey, 
1899, when the book was first published! 
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The hares were set running. Who was this 
Richard Foster and was the church in Eugenia 
Road still there?   We discovered that a 
biography of Richard Foster, written by his son, 
was held at the British Library and enthusiastic 
young researchers, Lucas and Sophie, were duly 
dispatched.   

Foster was essentially a North London man but 
as a keen horse rider he felt the need to change 
location as builders were rapidly transforming 
his beloved Clapton.  Chislehurst obviously fitted 
the bill.  In later life, Foster took up the notion 
of ‘associated parishes’,  giving richer parishes a 
special interest in the welfare of a particularly 
poor parish. The link between Chislehurst and 
Rotherhithe gave him a good deal of work to the 
end of his life, says his son.   Lucas found this 
image of him (above) in the biography.

And what of St Katherine’s?  Our young 
researchers found pictures of the original church 
which was finally opened in 1884 and a picture 
dated 1959 of the original foundation stone.  
You can just about make out the words ‘laid by 
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Sophie found the beautiful watercolour of the 
house (page 10) in the British Library papers.  
The estate covered 45 acres with 6 buildings, 
including 2 large, three stall, stables of ‘ample and 
superior quality’ (perfect for Richard’s horses).  
The estate details describe the house as a 
‘moderate sized family mansion in proximity to 
the home of the ex Empress of France’!  There 
was a large carriage drive, an Italian flower 
garden and beautiful pleasure gardens with an 
ornamental lake and island.  The entrance was 
of ‘noble proportions, most elegantly decorated 
and elaborately enriched ceilings with tinted 

and gilded panels’.  Overall it was described as 
‘admirably suited for the abode of a nobleman or 
a family of distinction’.   

All that remains of the estate now are the two 
attractive lodges, East and West in Old Perry 
Street.   We are piecing together the history of 
the estate  from The History of Kemnal Road 
by Tony Allen which details the ownership of 
Homewood by Henry Tiarks and also by going 
back as far as the original owner, William Tarn, a 
wealthy clothier with a ‘scandalous’ daughter but 
that’s a whole new story for another edition! 

Above: Homewood West Lodge today. Below: The gates of East Lodge today. Photos by Don Drage


